Not for 
Publication 


INFORMATION LETTER 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATIO 


For Members 
Only 


No. 1495 


Washington, D. C. 


July 10, 1954 


Newspaper Syndicate 
Features Canned Foods 


An entire week of Ida Bailey Allen’s 
daily syndicated column is devoted to 
various phases of the advantages and 
benefits of canned foods. A different 
emphasis is given in each column, from 
July 12 through 17. Convenience, 
variety, nutrition, time-saving, avail- 
ability, glamour are among the points 
stressed, 

The Ida Bailey Allen column is car- 
ried by 1,000 newspapers, with a total 
circulation of more than 15,000,000. 
By arrangements with the King Fea- 
tures Syndicate, proof sheets of the 
articles were obtained and mailed to 
N. C. A. members this week. They are 
to be inserted in pockets of the Sales 
Builder Kit sent to canners recently 
for use in the current Consumer and 
Trade Relations program, A cover- 
ing letter from Executive Secretary 
Carlos Campbell included the follow- 
ing message to N. C. A. members: 

“As with the other publicity fea- 
tures that have been supplied, this is 
worth bringing to the attention of 
your brokers and buyers. It may help 
stimulate the movement and sale of 
canned foods at a time when these 


columns are being read by the buying 
public.” 


Information Requested on 
Canner Community Activities 


As part of the N.C.A. Consumer 
and Trade Relations program, con- 
tacts have been made with editors 
about the possibility of using material 
on the community activities of can- 
ners. 


By community activity is meant as- 
sistance or leadership in contributions 
to worthy local institutions such as 
schools, hospitals, recreation centers, 
clubs and charities, efforts by the can- 
neries to benefit the local population 
in terms of health, education or lei- 
sure-time pursuits. 


N. C. A. members engaged in any of 
these projects, or holding public office 
in the community, are requested to 
please send a brief account to the 
N. C. A., 1188 20th St., N. W., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. 


USDA Crop Report 


The Crop Reporting Board of 
USDA late yesterday issued reports 
on production indications and con- 
ditions of 1954 crops of seven impor- 
tant vegetables for processing. Fol- 
lowing are the estimates of total U. S. 
and acreage of these crops, 

on July 1 conditions, as re- 
ported by USDA: 


1043-52 1083 July 1. 

ave. 1954 

(tons) (tons) (tons) 

Pons, green......... 433,050 461.000 444,000 

Reans, snap........ 232,000 304,580 347,160 

(acres) (acres) (acres) 

Beans, green lima 80,020 113.910 116,000 

D 17,580 17.210 16,900 

Cabbage (contract) 10,200 11,700 10,580 

503,130 529,010 489,000 
Cucumbers for 

133,780 161,500 147,440 

Pimlentos.......... 16,210 26,600 30,000 

Tomatoes 465,600 301,200 265,500 


Details of the production estimates 
will be reported in the next issue of 
the INFORMATION LETTER. 


SBA Loan Policy 


The Small Business Administration 
has delegated authority to the SBA’s 
14 regional offices to make loans up to 
$50,000 without prior approval of the 
Washington office. 


The new policy permits regional di- 
rectors to approve participation loans 
up to $50,000 to any one borrower pro- 
vided that a bank is taking at least 
one-quarter share in the loan and that 
not less than half of the bank’s share 
represents new money. 


Previously, all small business loans 
had to be approved by the SBA Ad- 
ministrator. There will be no change 
in the SBA loan standards (see IN- 
FORMATION LeTTerR of Nov. 21, 1953, 
page 323). 

The SBA announced that it has 
completed action on 1,459 loan appli- 
cations. Of these, 462 applications 
have been approved, 728 have been 
declined, and 269 have been with- 
drawn by applicants. Authorized 
loans total $27,096,177. Of these, 304 
are participation loans, totaling $18,- 
464,017, and 158 are direct loans, 
totaling $8,632,160. 


Senate Committee Votes 
Marketing Orders 


The Senate Committee on 
Agriculture on July 9 voted 11 
to 2 to rt to the Senate next 
week a farm bill — 
marketing orders on fruit, 
cling peaches, pears, rie pota- 
toes, and sweet potatoes for 12 
ning and freezing—subject to 
approval by two-thirds of the 
growers and one-half of the 
225 by volume and num- 

r, and provided processors are 
represented on the control board. 
The Committee action on mar- 
keting orders was taken with- 
out a record v 

oot bill is scheduled to be 

rted to the Senate 8 12, 

with debate to start July 15. 


Congress Completes Action 
on Pesticide Residue Bill 


Congress this week completed ac- 
tion and sent to the President H.R. 
7125, the so-called Miller bill to pro- 
vide simplified procedures for estab- 
lishing tolerances for pesticide chem- 
ical residues on raw agricultural com- 
modities. 

The bill was approved in the form 
recommended by the Senate Commit- 
tee on Labor and Public Welfare. It 
was returned to the House for con- 
sideration of the amendment requir- 
ing payment of fees for services ren- 
dered in establishing tolerances. 


Philippine Trade Act 


Congress this week completed ac- 
tion and sent to the President H.R. 
9815, to provide for an extension 
on a reciprocal basis of free trade 
between the United States and the 
Philippine Republic. The President 
signed the bill July 6. 

The legislation authorizes the Pres- 
ident to extend the period during 
which Philippine articles enter the 
U. 8. free of duty. In return, the 
Philippine government will continue 
to admit U. 8. merchandise free of 
duty. The free trade is scheduled to 
terminate January 1, 1956, at which 
time each country will impose tariffs 


(Please turn te page 244) 
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Information Letter 


Pack of Canned Meat 


The quantity of meat canned and 
meat products processed under fed- 
eral inspection during the month of 
May has been reported by the Bureau 
of Animal Industry, USDA. How- 
ever, this report represents only the 
supply of meat products canned dur- 
ing that period and remaining for 
civilian consumption. Total produc- 
tion, including quantities for defense, 
was 163,732 thousand pounds. 


under Federal 
May, 1984 

3 Lbs. Under 

& over 3 Lbs. Total 

(in thousands of pounds) 
Luncheon meat....... 14,350 16,000 31,349 
Canned hams 15,047 205 15,342 
Corned beef hash... .. 67) «66,111 6.178 
Chili con carne....... 501 «3,688 4,189 
Vienna sausage..... 67 5.310 5,386 
Frankfurters and wein- 

ers in brine. . ee 6 181 187 
056 056 
Other potted and dev- 

iled meat products. . 3 3,056 3,050 
146 2.120 2.277 
Sliced, dried beef 20 436 456 
Liver products. 234 234 
Meat stew ' 10 3.26 3,844 
Spaghetti meat . 

ucts... 100 5.806 5.674 
Tongue (not pickled) 107 123 230 
Vinegar — 

— 60 1.0% 2,230 
1.082 1,082 
Hamburger 74 2.221 2,205 
1,002 43,811 44,003 
Sausage in oil. . 334 275 608 
b 1 621 622 
Brains onus 328 328 
Bacon 20 10 48 
All other products 20% 

or more meat..... 338 7.303 7.641 
All other products lene 

than 20% meat (ex- 

copt soup)... ...... 203 19,407 10,600 
Total all products..... 33,216 125, 501 158,716 


Columns do not add to totals shown in all cases 
since rounded figures are used. Amounts packed 
for defense are not included in these items. Total 
production, including quantities for defense 
agencies, was 163,732 


Livestock and Meat Situation 


The livestock situation will be fea- 
tured this summer and fall by a sub- 
stantial increase in the number of 
hogs slaughtered and by cattle slaugh- 
ter at about the same high volume 
as in the last half of 1953, according 
to a report by the Agricultural Mar- 
keting Service of USDA on The Live- 
stock and Meat Situation. 

If plans for the pig crop are real- 
ized, the two 1954 pig crops would 
total about 91 million pigs. This 
compares with the 82 million in 1953 


and an average of 93 million for 1949- 
53. 


Cattle slaughter during the first half 
of this year averaged about 10 per- 
cent above the corresponding period 
of 1958. Slaughter of calves will 
likely continue above the 1953 volume. 
Total output of beef in 1954 will 
moderately exceed that of 1953. 


Prices received by farmers for cat- 
tle and calves are likely to average 
generally about the same as last year, 
and prices for hogs will be moderately 
lower, according to USDA. 


Slaughter of sheep and lambs may 
be a little below the same period last 
year. Slightly more sheep and lambs 
were slaughtered during the first half 
of this year than last. 


Utilization of Non-Citrus Fruit 


In 1958 the proportion of total pro- 
duction of non-citrus fruits that were 
canned reached an all-time high— 
nearly one-fifth of the entire crop, 
according to a report by the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service of USDA. 

The proportion of fruit that has 
been canned has risen steadily during 
the past two decades. Only about 
one-tenth of the total fruit produc- 
tion was canned 20 years ago. 

The following table compares the 
proportion of total production of each 
non-citrus fruit that was canned last 


year with the 1952 proportion and the 
1947-51 average: 


1947-52 

1947-51 
Fruit ave. 1052 1053 
(percent of utilization) 
Apples. 11.4 12.8 18.0 
. 48 MO 51.0 
Cherries, sweet.......... 18.9 23.2 19.5 
Cherries, sour........... 8.8 62.8 48.0 
49.1 655.2 62.2 
Figs 8.5 12.1 8.4 
... 9.9 0.7 1.0 
4.6 44.0 57.7 
Peaches 40.4 40.7 44,1 
6.8 $47.8 46.5 
Plums..... 2.8 @6 4.7 
4.5 6.1 5.0 
Total 12 fruits. . 16.6 17.2 10.3 


Data covers percentage canned, based on endes. 
Mostly canning but includes some for freezing 
and preserving. Includes purple plums. 


Sour cherries are the only fruit of 
which a _ significant percentage is 
frozen. Of the 1953 crop of sour 
cherries, 46 percent was frozen. 

One percent or less of the total 
production of other non-citrus fruits 
was frozen. Fruits listed by AMS 
as frozen in some quantity were ap- 


ples, apricots, sweet cherries, peaches, 
and prunes. 

Total tonnage of fruits dried ap- 
proximated the tonnage canned, with 
88 percent of the fig crop being dried, 
84 percent of the prunes, a little 
more than one-third of the apricots 
and grapes, 4 percent of the apples 
and peaches, and 2 percent of the 
pears. 

Canning was the most important 
market outlet for apricots, sour cher- 
ries, cranberries, and olives; and was 
second—but nearly the best—outlet 
for pears and peaches. 


CA T Radio, TV Releases 


The advantages of a well-stocked 
canned foods shelf for hot weather 
meals was stressed in a TV release 
this week to 158 telecasters in 94 cities 
with a listening audience of 15,000,000, 
and quality factors of canned foods 
received the emphasis in a July 1 
radio release to 178 broadcasters with 
an estimated listening audience of 
12,000,000. Both releases -were part 
of the continuing program of Con- 
sumer and Trade Relations being con- 
ducted by the N. C. A. 


FDA Codification 


The House on July 6 passed and 
sent to the Senate H. R. 9728, a bill 
to revise, codify and reenact the Fed- 
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 

The House Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, in reporting the bill to the 
House, stated that “the primary pur- 
pose of this revision is not to change 
substantive law, but to put that law 
in a form which will be more useful 
and understandable.” 


Philippine Trade Act 
(Concluded from page 243) 


on the other’s goods at the rate of 15 
percent of the statutory rate then in 
effect. 


In the absence of this legislation, 
both countries would have been 
obliged to collect duties amounting to 
5 percent of present statutory rates, 
starting July 4 of this year. 

The President has appointed James 
M. Langley of Concord, N. H., to 
head a U. S. delegation that will 
consult with a Philippine group on 
modification of the Philippine Trade 
Agreement (see INFORMATION LETTER 
of Oct. 3, 1953, page 293). 
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USDA Foreign Trade Missions 
Report on Obstacles to Exports 


The Secretary of Agriculture has 
made public the report of the agri- 
cultural trade missions which, during 
April and May, made first-hand 
studies of agricultural trade problems 
and potentials in Western Europe, 
Asia, and Latin America. 


The missions concluded that the 
United States can increase its agri- 
cultural exports over a period of time 
if certain obstacles are overcome, but 
that prospects of great increases in 
the near future are not good. 

The report recommends a number 
of measures to be considered by the 
U. S. government and business and a 
number of proposals requiring cooper- 
ation by foreign governments and 
business. 

“Fundamentally,” the report states, 
“nations cannot continue to export un- 
less they are also willing and able to 
import.” 

The report covers over-all impres- 
sions and makes no distinction with 
regard to trade problems in the three 
areas that were visited by separate 
missions, 

Copies of the “Report of the For- 
eign Agricultural Trade Missions” are 
available from the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service of USDA. 


Grades for Citrus Juices 


Notice is given in the Federal Reg- 
ister of July 3 that the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, USDA, proposes 
to revise U. S. standards for grades 
of canned grapefruit juice, orange 
juice, and blended grapefruit and or- 
ange juice. 


The revisions would provide for two 
separate styles in the standards for 
each commodity: Style I, unsweetened 
(or natural juice) and Style II, 
sweetened (or with sweetening in- 
gredient added). In Style II, suffi- 
cient nutritive sweetening ingredients 
are specified to provide a Brix meas- 
urement of no less than 11.5°, with 
provisions for orange juice whereby 
this measurement may be no less than 
10.5° when the acidity is low. 


Changes also are proposed in Brix, 
acidity, and Brix-acid ratio require- 
ments of each of the grade standards, 
so as to produce a more desirable 
blend of sweetness-to-acidity for the 
respective style and grade. 

Exceptions to the proposals should 
be filed with the Processed Products 
Standardization and Inspection 
Branch not later than August 18. 


Pineapple Products for VA 


The Veterans Administration has 
invited sealed bids to furnish the fol- 
lowing canned pineapple products: 


Slices, in extra heavy syrup 5,500 dozen No. 10 
Slices, packed in water 7,000 dozen No, 2 
Crushed, 

sweetened extra heavy 
Tidbits, extra heavy syrup 
Juice . 


. 8,760 dozen No. 10 
2.780 dozen No. 10 
„ 18,000 dozen No. 10 


Bids are due under Invitation No. 
8-28 by August 3. 


West Coast Lab Featured 


The N.C.A. Western Branch Labora- 
tory is the subject of an illustrated 
feature article in the “Statistical Re- 
view and Yearbook” of Western Can- 
ner and Packer, just released. Occu- 
pying five pages, and utilizing seven 
halftone illustrations, the feature 
gives comprehensive coverage to the 
formation of the laboratory, its early 
development, past and present person- 
nel, structure of organization, and 
highlights of some of its scientific 
programs. 

In a letter to N. C. A. the publishers 
acknowledge “much understanding 
help” from the late Dr. J. Russell 
Esty, who passed away before the 
article came off the press. The letter 
goes on to say, “There has been a 
close association over the years be- 
tween Dr. Esty and the personnel of 
this magazine, and we, among others, 
regard his loss very deeply. We hope 
that in some way this article will 
prove to be a tribute to him as an 
individual as well as to N.C.A. as an 
organization.” 


Better Living Magazine 


Six recipes, each featuring canned 
foods, appear in a special article in 
the July issue of Better Living maga- 
zine. The magazine has broad na- 
tional distribution through super 
markets, 


Titled “Cook and Be Cool Skillet 
Specials,” the article says, “Colorful 
and packed with good flavors, skillet 
meals cook up in no time at all—and 
clean up in less because there’s only 
one pan to wash. What’s more, these 
dishes are so pretty, why not serve 
them straight from the pan at the 
table?” 

Canned foods used in the article 
include asparagus spears, mushrooms, 
cream of mushroom soup, sweet-sour 
red cabbage, apples, tomatoes, whole 
kernel corn, cream of celery soup, lima 
beans, chicken, onion soup, baked 
beans, luncheon meat, and pineapple. 


Family Circle Magazine 


A one-column story using canned 
foods appears in the July issue of 
Family Circle magazine. The maga- 
zine has a large national distribution 
through chain stores. 

“Picnic Fare: Cancan Casserole” is 
the name of the story which starts, 
“Here’s a hearty perfect kind of pic- 
nie dish you can put together in min- 
utes to cook along lazily while you fix 
the rest of the food. The speed secret 
is ever-ready canned tuna, tamales, 
corn, and soup, teamed with rice in a 
big bean pot that takes toting like a 
breeze.” 

Canned foods mentioned in the col- 
umn are condensed tomato soup, ta- 
males, tuna, and cream style corn. 
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